CHAPTER IX

VICTORY  ON   LAKE   CHAMPLAIN

SPECTACULAR as were the exploits of the American
navy on the sea, they were of far less immediate
consequence in deciding the destinies of the war
than were the naval battles fought on fresh water
between hastily improvised squadrons. On Lake
Erie Perry's victory had recovered a lost empire
and had made the West secure against invasion.
Macdonough's handful of little vessels on Lake
Champlain compelled the retreat of ten thousand
British veterans of Wellington's campaigns who
had marched down from Canada with every prom-
ise of crushing American resistance. This was the
last and most formidable attempt on the part of
the enemy to conquer territory and to wrest a deci-
sion by means of a sustained offensive. Its collapse
marked the beginning of the end, and such events
as the capture of Washington and the battle of
New Orleans were in the nature of episodes.
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